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What is…Phonics? 

Phonics is the relationships between the letters of written 
language and the sounds of spoken language. Children's reading 
development is dependent on their understanding of the 
alphabetic principle — the idea that letters and letter patterns 
represent the sounds of spoken language. Learning that there are 
predictable relationships between sounds and letters allows 
children to apply these relationships to both familiar and 
unfamiliar words, and to begin to read with fluency. 

It can be so exciting when a child begins to read! Beginning 
readers are starting to put it all together, and are often eager to 
do it by themselves. As a parent, it's important to support their 
efforts in a positive way and help them along the reading path. 
Here's a little information about beginning readers, and a few 
pointers to keep in mind. 

A beginning reader: 
• can name the letters in the alphabet and can tell you many of 

the letter sounds 
• understands the concept of a "word" 
• is beginning to recognize a few words within text or from a list 
• is beginning to represent the first and maybe last sound of a 

word when trying to spell 

When reading with a beginning reader: 
Model finger-point reading. That means to follow the words with 
your finger from left to right as you read them. Your beginning 
reader will do the same thing for awhile. 

Practice patience! Beginning readers may read slowly. Give your 
child time to decode the words, and avoid jumping in too quickly. 

Encourage attention to letters and sounds. If your child is stuck on 
a word, prompt them to look at the first letter of the word and 
make the letter's sound. Of course, only do this for words that can 
be sounded out! If the word can't be sounded out, just supply the 
word for them. 

Talk about the story. When your child is finished with a book, be 
sure to talk about what happened in the story, and maybe re-read 
favorite parts. 

Let them know how proud you are! By sharing a book with a child, 
you're sharing the joys and excitement of reading. 

 

   

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

  

 

Check out the Title 1 webpage at… 

nfvreadingmatters.weebly.com 

 

Important Dates: 
Thursday, April 4: Reads and 

Roars – Family Literacy Night! 
5:30-6:00 – Family Meal 

6:00-7:00 – Literacy Open House 
5:00-8:00 – Buy One, Get One Book 

Fair! 
-----------------------------------------	
Book Recommendations 

From Valley Elementary Students! 
 

K/1: That’s Not a 
Hippopotamus by Juliette 
MacIver 
 
2/3: Iggy Peck, Architect 
by Andrea Beaty 
 
4/5: Flashback Four 
Series by Dan Gutman 
 
 

Reading Matters 
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